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Uus

Sponsors need to be aware that there will be some changes to the sponsorship management system (SMS) from
1st October 2011. This will affect all sponsors who planned to apply for or currently hold a restricted certificate of
sponsorship (RCoS) to employ a Tier 2 (General) from abroad in the near future.

n Update - Changes to Restricted Certificate of Sponsorship

Currently, applications for RCoS are made online by sponsors on the UK Border Agency website. From 1%
October 2011, sponsors will be able to apply for RCoS from their SMS account. This allows sponsors to withdraw
and track their applications, and view their RCoS allocation including the number of RCoS assigned through the
SMS.

However, sponsors who currently already hold RCoS allocations on their SMS will have to assign them before
30" September 2011 or the RCoS will be withdrawn from the system and a zero allocation will show on the SMS
from 1% October 2011. Online applications for RCoS prior to 1% October can only be made on exceptional
considerations grounds, and if granted allocation they must also be assigned prior to 30" September 2011 or
these will also be withdrawn.

Please note that CoS, once assigned, are only valid for employing the specific worker stated in the CoS and is
only valid for visa- application purposes for a 3 months’ period. As such, sponsors intending to employ migrants
before 29" December 2011, and who know the identity of the person they will be employing, should consider
assigning their restricted CoS before they are withdrawn from the system.

Allocations for October 2011 will also change due to the new arrangement and applications would only be
accepted through the SMS between 15! October 2011 and 9" October 2011. A decision would be made by the
UKBA panel on 11" October 2011 for the October month allocation.

If you are planning to employ a Tier 2 (General) within this year, you should consider taking urgent advice before
the 1% October 2011 on how this change will affect your situation.

If you have any queries on immigration, please contact:

May Cheung LLB (Hons)
Immigration Consultant

Tel: 020 7194 8151

E-mail: may.cheung@3hrplc.co.uk
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